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New beginning for new friends 

By: Ryan Odenkirk  

 Thousands of unlucky dogs are thrown onto the 

streets or left abandoned every year by people who for 

some reason or another are not able to take care of them 

properly or just don’t want them. Many of these dogs will 

die, but some end up in a shelter to offer protection and the 

potential of new homes for these wonderful animals.  

 New Beginnings is a non-profit shelter who wants 

to held dogs in need of caring and loving people who will 

be able to give them the best life possible. They will be 

hosting a fundraiser at the Lions club on January 29th. This 

even will be sponsored by Backyard Smokin Barbeque.  

This event is being run by Dee Hinkle. The shelter will be 

bringing in animals from New Beginnings for guests to 

interact with.   

“We want to raise money for vet bills that are piling up be-

cause of how many rescue dogs are coming in,” said animal 

enthusiast Emily Hurst.  

So if you want to be the one to give a helpless animal an-

other chance at life, come to the fundraiser and maybe 

while you are cruising through the event you could find a 

new friend for life.   

Looking beneath the surface 

By: Abbie  Kline 

 The start of Biology II signifies a significant 
change in the science building at Loudonville High School.  
The whole building starts to smell like chemicals as the 
biology students unpack their fetal pigs for dissection. Bi-
ology II, taught by Mr. Spreng, “is a challenging and excit-
ing class,” said Jerrod Ward. Students have the opportunity 
to go outside of the classroom to experience the curriculum 
in a real life experience.  

 In addition to Biology II, Spreng also teaches an 
Anatomy and Physiology class. Spreng has been teaching 
at Loudonville High School for over thirty years. Right 
now in Biology II, students are in the process of dissect-
ing fetal (which means unborn) pigs. The cardiovascular 
system is the body system that is concentrated on the most 
during the fetal pig dissection unit.  

 Each student gets to dissect their own pig, and 
they are able to learn many things like blood flow pat-
terns, and functions of different organs in the body. Stu-
dents are tested on content, such as names of blood ves-
sels and organs, and specifically concentrate on the cardi-
ovascular system. This unit in Biology II usually lasts 
three to four weeks and students typically use up to twelve 
hours of this time to dissect their pigs.  

 Along with fetal pig dissection, the students also 
spend some time learning about skull identification and 

North American mammals, vernal pools and the animals 
within them, and bird identification. Spreng also hopes to 
have enough time to have a unit over tree identification. 
Because Biology II is only one semester, there is often not 
enough time for things such as trees or freshwater ecology. 
The most important thing that students learn in Biology II 
is “to follow directions precisely,” says Spreng. In order to 
do well in this challenging class, students have to pay at-
tention to details and make sure to follow any instructions 

given. Some of 
Spreng’s favorite 
moments in class 
are seeing the way 
each student 
learns and having 
fun with students 
during class. 
Throughout the 
last thirty years, 
students have 
learned invaluable 
lessons during 
Biology II. 

Emma Hinkle and Nikki Weber disset-

ing their pigs. 
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Staff members hope to build new sports complex 

By: Emily Weber 

 For several years some teachers and coaches have 

been trying to come up with a way to raise money to build 

a new facility for the athletic program. This will help elimi-

nate the overlapping practices and will allow teams to reach 

their full potential throughout a season.  

 This is just an idea, but once they draw up a plan 

they will have to run this by the board of education before 

this idea can become a project. Not only do they want to 

build a gym, but also a recreational center that could possi-

bly be open to the community.  

 Coaches are having to deal with six different teams 

trying to create a reasonable practice time in only two 

gyms. At the same time they also have to take into account 

that to a student athlete, school needs to come first and 

when practices are too late it can interfere with their study 

time. 

 According to Coach Seboe, the two high school 

basketball teams have to work around each other in one 

gym with games and practices, and the four junior high 

teams also only have one gym that they have to share. On 

top of this, there are Budd School and elementary teams 

that also have to practice in those two gyms. The high 

school teams have to drive 10 to 15 minutes away to use 

Pleasant Valley Ranch as another gym because of the over-

booking in the one gym they have.  

 With a new gym it would not only make it easier 

for the athletes, but also for the parents with children that 

can’t drive themselves to practice. In most cases only jun-

iors and seniors can drive, so when practices are 15 minutes 

away after school it is hard work for the parents to take that 

kind of time to drive their child out there or find a ride for 

them. 

Nikki Weber excels during season 

By: Morgan Graham 

 Nikki Weber, known as basketball and soccer star, 

or even 4.0 student. She is an all-around achiever, and a 

role model to look up too. Nikki plays soccer, basketball, 

and throws/runs track. “I want to play a sport in college, I 

just don’t know if I want to play soccer or basketball,” Nik-

ki said.  

 Nikki is currently in the basketball season. The La-

dy Redbirds have the best record around the area this year 

so far. “This season is going well so far, we are now 14-1 

and we are playing really well as a team,” said Weber. 

Each year coaches ask the team and each individual what 

goals they want for the year. “Our goal this year as a team 

is to win the MBC league, and make a tournament run,” 

said weber. The MBC team are Danville, Mansfield 

Christian, St. Peters, Crestline, Lucas and Central Chris-

tian. The Redbirds are tied in first place in the MBC 

right now with Central Christian.  

 Nikki’s top scoring game was against St. Peters 

with 34 points. Nikki also broke the record for steals in a 

game against the Hillsdale falcons. To beat the record 

she has to get 13 steals in a game, with Nikki stealing 16 

in a game. “Let’s not forget the memories that are being 

made this year for the lady Redbirds. “My Favorite 

memory so far this season is when Emily Seboe broke the 3

- point in a single game record. Our whole team was pump 

for her. To break the she had to make 7 3’s because the rec-

ord was 6 in one game,” said Weber. The redbirds didn’t 

stop there, player Brooke Beans broke the most blocks in a 

game against the Lucas cubs. She had 13 blocks and the 

record was 11.  

 Each high school sport has each meaning and what 

they teach for life ahead of you. “Basketball has taught me 

that you have to be determined and focused to get the 

things that you want in life or even to succeed in life,” said 

Weber. The redbirds next game will be this Saturday at 

home 

against  

Central 

Christian. 
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Donald Trump inaugurated as 45th president 
By: Tomas Sanchez 

 As you may have heard, President Trump was in-

augurated on the 20th as the 45th president of the United 

States. His welcoming surely was a historic moment, see-

ing as he is the first president of the United States who has 

never held a political office in his professional career. 

 Pres. Trump’s speech began by thanking and prais-

ing the Obama administration for aiding his team in the 

transition of power. He goes on and says that the transition 

of power is not a shift from one party to another, but that 

they are transferring power from Washington D.C back to 

the people. Pres. Trump then talks about how politicians in 

D.C have betrayed the interests of the U.S citizens and that 

they now have a chance to change all of that together. He 

later portrays America as a decaying country that was only 

getting worse, but then says that they will win, together, as 

a country. He emphasizes coming together to strengthen 

and improve America as a nation. 

 Those in attendance for the peaceful transfer of 

power were former presidents George W. Bush, Barack 

Obama, Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter. Hillary Clinton 

accompanied Bill at the inauguration because it was the 

only way she would ever be there. Also in attendance were 

250,000 people who went to watch and celebrate the inau-

guration. Of course, there were protests against him taking 

office, and those numbers greatly dwarfed those who actu-

ally attended the inauguration by the hundreds of thou-

sands. 

 Pres. Trump’s plan to make America Great Again!

™ is underway, it’s true, and he has signed his first execu-

tive order that states that the Trump administration will 

move to repeal and dismantle the Affordable Care Act as 

soon as they figure out and implement a replacement plan 

for Obamacare.  

LHS music department goes to OMEA Solo & Ensemble 

By Jerrod Ward 

 The LHS music department will be heading to the 

OMEA Solo & Ensemble at Mansfield high school on Jan-

uary 28th. Solo & Ensemble is meant to get students out of 

their comfort zones and challenge them with difficult piec-

es. Both band and choir together both have a total about 

students 29 are going to represent the school. Mike Snyder 

will play accompany for the choir solos and Angela Spreng 

will play accompany for band solos.  

 “Solo and ensemble is to build confidence in indi-

viduals, for when they come back to the big group they are 

louder and so I can hear individuals better”, said choir di-

rector Mike Snyder.   

 Band soloists includes,  Freshman Allison Heim-

berger and sophomore Sydney Cogar on flute, Junior alto 

saxophonist Saylor Lewis, Senior French hornist Bailey 

Snyder, senior Caleb Syler and junior Deken Foster on 

trumpet,  Sophomore trombonist Lydia Nall, Sophomore 

Oboist Gwyn Hollenbach, senior Brennan Laser on Marim-

ba, Senior Bassoonist Cody Gault and Senior Casey Wilson 

on bari saxophone. The band ensembles are Flute Choir 

which consists of Sydney Cogar, Madison Carey, Bailey 

Polen, Sarah Felgar, LeighAnn Cutlip.  Clarinet Choir 

which consists of Casey Wilson, Mackenna Luyster, Han-

nah Carroll, Gavin Morris, Mackenize Carney. The trumpet 

Quartet which consists of Caleb Syler, Dillon Portz, Deken 

Foster and Charles Purdy.  

  Band director Angela Spreng agreed with Mr. 

Snyder. “Solo and Ensemble is a chance for students a 

chance to play harder repertoire and gain confidence” 

 Choir soloist includes, Senior Bailey Snyder, soph-

omores Emma Hinkle and Lydia Nall performing soprano 

solos. Performing Mezzo Soprano solo are sophomore 

Gwyneth Hollenbach, Juniors Brooke hinkle, Brooklyn 

Williams, Sophomore Makyra Carson and freshman Joce-

lyn Young.  Senior Gavin Wiredu performing a Tenor solo. 

Senior Caleb Syler and Junior Laine Heffelfinger are per-

forming bass solo. There is a chamber ensemble with about 

20 members performing “Sing me to heaven”. A few song 

performed by 

choir solos 

include “Se 

Tu M’ami”, 

“Early One 

Morning” and 

“Caro mio 

ben”. 
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The importance of Obamacare 

By: Laine Heffelfinger 

 The impending repeal of the Affordable Care Act 

or, as most people call it, Obamacare (those are not two 

separate things for those of you who don’t know), has left 

many people wondering how they will afford to take care 

of themselves or their children. Under the Affordable Care 

Act, people who were not covered by their employer or 

could not get medical insurance due to preexisting condi-

tions were given the opportunity to access medical insur-

ance through the government. 

  Now, you might be asking yourself “What are 

preexisting conditions?” Well, they are illnesses or condi-

tions that you acquire before you apply for medical insur-

ance. Some of these preexisting conditions include Diabe-

tes, Asthma, or Cancer. These illnesses are not able to be 

cured and have the potential to hospitalize you frequently, 

therefore the insurance companies would lose money by 

offering coverage to these people, so they would deny 

them. After the A.C.A was put in place, insurance compa-

nies were told that they could not deny people with preex-

isting conditions, extending health insurance to approxi-

mately 16.64 million people.  

 To those of you who don’t know, health insurance 

is extremely important for buying medicine or receiving 

treatments at a reasonable price, which is sometimes in-

credibly expensive anyway. Families could be financially 

ruined if they have some sort of an emergency situation 

such as a broken limb or a heart attack. Some of the people 

the A.C.A has extended coverage to suffer from heart con-

ditions and other urgent, chronic health issues that make 

them especially vulnerable to predatory price gouges by 

pharmaceutical companies and hospitals.  

 People who have to continually buy medicine are 

also going to have to start shelling out more money because 

the prices on medicines, like Insulin, are going to skyrocket 

for them without insurance, dooming them to run out of 

money and not be able to purchase their medicine, which 

can possibly kill them if they have diabetes or heart diseas-

es. I, like millions of other Americans, will be holding my 

breath in anticipation of the changes to come, not because I 

will no longer be able to get healthcare, but because I fear 

for those who cannot. 

The importance of mutual aid  
By: Arielle Cameron 

 Mutual aid is essentially when two or more people 
work together to solve a problem for the shared benefit of 
everyone involved. It is a very big factor in anarchist prac-
tice, but it’s not exclusive to anarchists and definitely not a 
new idea.  Mutual aid was practiced in the earliest of hu-
man societies and can also be observed in the plant and 

animal kingdoms.  

 The famous Russian anarchist, zoologist, and evo-
lutionary biologist Peter Kropotkin wrote Mutual Aid: A 
Factor of Evolution, in which he explained the importance 
of mutual aid in evolution. In this book, he wrote “The mu-
tual-aid tendency in man has so remote an origin, and is so 
deeply interwoven with all the past evolution of the human 
race, that is has been maintained by mankind up to the pre-

sent time, notwithstanding all vicissitudes of history.”  

 Mutual aid is in many ways the direct opposite of 
Social Darwinism, which applies Charles Darwin’s con-
cept of “survival of the fittest” to our human societies. In 
Social Darwinism, social hierarchies are considered to be a 
result of natural selection. It was often used to justify a 

racist rationale for European imperialism of Africa and 

Asia. 

 Today, many people are apathetic towards one 
another. Capitalism only encourages people to take ad-
vantage of each other and only care about their own needs 
and success. We have been trained to see ourselves as 
completely independent of other people, but in reality, our 
lives as humans are very much so interdependent. Think 
about the things that we use on a daily basis that were 
made entirely or partly by other people, like our houses, 
our food, and our clothes. All on our own, very few of us 
would be able to fend for ourselves completely. Working 

together and cooperation are key to our survival.  

 All in all, mutual aid mainly comes down to sim-
ple kindness. We can work together to solve our problems 
and share with one another. We don’t need to be so cold 
hearted and selfish with each other. Let’s all try to make 
sure other people are okay and their needs are being met, 
and just try to be decent human beings. It is helping people 
not because any one is forcing you to, but because it is 

what you feel is right. This is what mutual aid is all about. 
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Money can’t buy happiness 

By: Hannah Lane 

 You may have heard the quote “money can’t buy 

happiness.”  Many people believe that is the truth, but many 

people believe the opposite. 

 They think that if they have money they will be 

happy because they can buy everything that they think they 

need to be happy. But if they believe that, they do not truly 

know the meaning of happiness. Just because people have 

money does not mean they are happy. Many people that 

have money are the loneliest people out there. Money can-

not buy anyone long term happiness. 

 People say that they can just buy their happiness 

because of how much money they have. They could be one 

of the richest people in the world, and believe that they 

could buy their happiness but, that’s not always be the case. 

 People say they will be happy when they have all 

they desire in life, and when they have everything they 

want. I believe that you cannot truly be happy unless you 

are surrounded by loved ones. You may be able to buy 

friends, and they will be there for you, but only because you 

paid them to be there. Once the money is gone through, the 

people you pay to be there for you will all leave you. 

 You would think that if you had money your family 

wouldn’t treat you any differently, right? Wrong!!! Some 

families would take advantage of a member of the family 

that has a significant amount of money. They will always 

ask you for money and say that you owe them, or even that 

you need to help family out. 

 Some people with think differently than I do, and 

some will agree with me. You can use your money to buy 

clothes, or anything you thought would fill your void of 

loneliness. But the truth is that no matter how much stuff 

you buy to fill you need for things, nothing will actually fill 

that space. 

 Money can do a lot of things for people like pay for 

food, water, and clothing. But, one thing money cannot do 

for people is buy them happiness. 

  

Should foreign languages classes be required? 

By: Shy Farley 

 Should students be required to take foreign lan-

guages to graduate? Some students dread the idea of taking 

classes like French and Spanish. However, some like the 

idea. It should be a requirement to take at least one foreign 

language course to graduate high school, whether it be 

online, in class, or through independent studies. 

  Students who take and study other classes tend to 

have increasingly better grades. Studies show that students 

who learn foreign languages improve their IQ and tests 

scores. Discovering different cultures and learning different 

languages also helps diminish social divisions. 

 Some people believe that students should have 

more of a choice on if they are going to take foreign lan-

guages. Although I agree that students should have a say in 

their classes, if the school believes that a class could help 

the student improve, they should be able to make it a re-

quirement. As was stated, most students who take such 

classes as foreign languages, improve on their grades and 

with their studies.  

 Another argument that people make is that students 

who take language courses will never use what they learn 

outside of the classroom. However, one could argue that 

one will not use some of the classes that are already a re-

quirement; they are something that they will never use out-

side of the classroom (and possibly in their profession of 

choice.) For example, artists and writers (depending on 

what genre you wish to write) will most likely never use 

mathematics, science, or social studies in their profession. 

So, if one wishes to become an artist, do they not need to 

take mathematics, science or social studies? The state 

would say that they still need to take those courses.  

 In conclusion, students should be required to take 

foreign languages; taking these types of courses helps better 

the student.  



 6 

Gone and going-The return and future of Col-

ton Quick  
By: Gavin Mcintire 

 Colton quick stumbled into the room, made eye 

contact with the teacher and shifted his Army National 

Guard branded bag from one side of his back to the 

other. After procuring a deal to stay without a note and 

apologizing profusely with her for arriving unex-

pected, he found his temporary seat and paused. Tak-

ing a drink from the plastic bottle he carried, he looked 

around the room with eyes that suggested to anyone 

who viewed them that he was a man who carried his 

whole life with him wherever he went. 

 “I’ve been gone a long time,” he said. “[Being 

back at Loudonville] is almost a fresh start, you know. 

It’s been a long time. Everything has changed, every-

one has changed and yet it is the same,” Colton said, 

shifting his gaze from the audio recorder in front of 

him to his plastic bottle. Colton was right, he had been 

gone, and in that time he had taken online schooling, 

and completed his Junior year at Mansfield City 

Schools. “Everyone I know is here, everyone I love is 

here. I didn’t want to graduate in front of a group of 

people I considered strangers, and a bunch of families 

that were strangers to me,” he said.  

 Colton, living in Mansfield, had to jump 

through many figurative hoops to get back to LHS. “It 

was a lot of paper work. I had to get an open enroll-

ment form and fill that out, then turn it into the office. 

I walked into the school where the Superintendent’s 

office was, and they instantly recognized me, approv-

ing my request right away,” he said. 

 Being back at Loudonville means a lot to the 

Senior who started his schooling as a child in Loudon-

ville. “Like I said, everything has changed, but I need-

ed to come back. It is like starting over with people I 

already know,” he said. 

 Returning to Loudonville, despite its im-

portance to him, was second tier when compared to an 

even bigger commitment made by him. “Military ser-

vice runs in my family, actually. My father, his grand-

father, my grandfather. It’s about legacy, and continu-

ing that legacy,” he said. “Every man on my dad’s side 

of the family has been in the military, so it’s a family 

thing,” said the Private First Class. 

 “So far I have went through the recruitment 

program, doing specific training. Moving in lines, we 

have gone over military tactics on how to move in or-

der,” Colton said. Despite just joining recently, Colton 

is doing well and being recognized for it. “I learned 

the position of squad leader, which is leading a squad 

into battle, having to yell commands, pushing forward, 

where to go, where to be, and where to do it. The who, 

what, when, where, and why of how to fight in the 

United States military,” he said. 

His other uniform– Colton Quick in his Basketball 

uniform 
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With so much history of service in his family, some 

would find difficulty in living a life that feels unique.  

“I feel that even though I am going down a path that 

has been followed by many, many men in my dad’s 

side of the family, with my own decisions and aspira-

tions and things I want out of my life in the military, I 

feel like my life is still mine. You know, uniquely 

mine,” Colton said as he rocked back in his chair 

slightly, sporting the face of a man who is reassuring 

himself that he is in fact, right, and truly believing in 

it. 

 The Army National Guard is not the be all, end 

all of Colton’s career. In fact, he knows what he 

wants. “My goal in life is to have a career that I love 

so much that in never feels like working. That is what 

I want,” he said. “My time, it will come before you 

know it man. I’m going to do what I do and enjoy it 

until then,” he said. 

 Colton has plenty on his plate currently. Be-

yond the military, he also has basketball. “Basketball 

reminds me of the military, you know? In the 

military we use the saying, ‘You don’t fight 

for yourself, you fight for the brother beside 

you’, it’s the same thing in basketball. You 

don’t play the game for yourself, you play 

the game for the other four people that are on 

the court. It’s not a selfish game, just like the 

military is not a selfish lifestyle. Everything 

you do in the military is for somebody else, 

or something bigger than yourself. Every-

thing you do in a team is for the person be-

side you. It’s for everyone else,” he said. 

 There is one thing Colton wants eve-

ryone to know about him; “I don’t want to be 

known as the kid from Mansfield. I am I 

Redbird on the outside and in my blood. I 

came back, and I just want to enjoy it,” the 

kid with aspirations and a method for mak-

ing them come true said. 
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LHS Swim team brings 3rd place home 

By: Alexis Heffelfinger 

 Loudonville High School swim team brought home 
a 3rd place after the Swim Meet on January 23, at Ashland 

University. 

 The free style relay consisted of Mya Switzer, Brit-
ney Sage, Mckenna Haggerty, and Sarah Carroll, while the 
medley relay consisted of Hannah Lane, Sarah Carroll, 
Mckenna Haggerty, and Britney Sage. They received first 

in both the medley relay and the free style relay. 

 Britney Sage broke a personal record in her 200 
IM, and received 1st place in 100 breast. Mckenna Hagger-
ty received 1st place in the 100 freestyle, and also took 1st 
in the 50 freestyle. Mya Switzer received 2nd place in the 
2000 IM, and also 1st in the 100 back. Hannah Lane re-
ceived 3rd place in the 50 free, and Sarah Carroll received 

3rd in the 100 free, and 3rd in the 100 breast.  

 “Every race my #1 goal is to drop time, and if I get 
first that’s just a plus. I knew what effort was required to 
drop time and saw my competitors next to me which really 
caused me to push myself and get that first place. Though 
they weren’t my fastest races, I’m still happy with my per-
formance and I’m ready for the next race,” said McKenna 

Haggerty. 

 Five of the girls on the swim team have swam to-
gether during summer league for at least six years. “Having 
swam for six years together we’re able to recognize each 
other’s potential allowing us to push each other. Every 
meet is a blast with the girls and we’re always sure to cheer 
each other on throughout all events. I’m so proud of all the 
girls and what such a small team has accomplished,” said 

Mckenna Haggerty. 

By: Bailey Polen 

 It’s that time of year again. Super Bowl LI kick-off 
begins at 6:30 pm eastern time on February 5th 2017 at the 

NRG stadium in Houston, Texas.  

 The Falcons played the Green Bay Packers on 
Sunday, September 22nd. The Atlanta Falcons demolished 
the Packers with a 23 point lead, moving the Falcons into 
the super bowl.  The final score from Sunday is Falcons 44 
and the Packers 21. New England Patriots are also moving 
on to the super bowl after dominating the Pittsburgh Steel-

ers 36-17. 

 Quarterback for the Patriots, Tom Brady, had par-
ticipated in 6 Super Bowls in his overall career. He has 
won 4 out of the 6 he has played in and has been made 
MVP of the Super Bowl. He could potentially be the first 
quarterback to win 5 total Super Bowls. Matt Ryan, quarter 
back for the Falcons, is yet to win a super bowl. Over all, 
huge career accomplishments will come out of this game 

for either team. 

 The 2016 Super Bowl brought Beyoncé, Bruno 
Mars and Coldplay together for the 50th anniversary of the 
Super Bowl Halftime Show. That was not the first time we 
had seen Beyoncé and Bruno on the stage before. Beyoncé 
performed in the 2013 Super Bowl and Bruno Mars per-

formed at the 2014 Super Bowl. 

 This year Lady Gaga will be taking the stage for 
the second time after performing the National Anthem in 
the 2016 Super Bowl, but this time, she will be performing 
the Halftime Show and Luke Bryan will be singing the Na-
tional Anthem. Will he live up to Lady Gaga’s perfor-

mance from 2016? 

 The Atlanta Falcons and New England Patriots 
will face off Sunday, the 4th, in what could be one of the 
best matchups the Super Bowl has seen in 20 years because 
of how offense oriented the teams are. Now, drag out your 

jerseys because it’s game time! 

Super bowl LI 
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Redbirds looking for fourth win of the season  
By: Mike Serrato 

 With the loss Friday to St. Peters 71-55, and a win 
against Black River 64-46, the boys are looking for their 
fourth win of the season against Mansfield Christian on 

Friday. 

 On Friday Senior Shawn Swindall led the team 
with 17 points and 1 assists, and Junior Hunter Martin be-
ing second leading scorer with 15. The Redbirds lost Jacob 
Baumburger in the 3rd quarter, after a controversial no-call 
resulted in Jacob acquiring a concussion, and a sprained 
AC joint. After their loss on Friday, senior Greg Griffin 
had a few words on what the team’s problems were. “[Our] 
transition defense was not good,” said Griffin. In regards to 
their win on Saturday, there was a lot of improvement 
shown in the team.  “We executed our game plan of stop-
ping their best player,” said Griffin. Hunter carried the boys 
with a big game of 25 points 1 assist, with Shawn and 

Sophomore Garrett Fry helping with 10 points each.  

 With their next game being on Friday, this leaves a 
good amount of time for improvement in the team’s game. 
“[The plan is] to come out and play like we did Saturday, 

and stop their drive,” said Griffin.  

 The Mansfield Christian Flames are 5-10, so this 
game 
should be 
an evenly 
matched 
competi-
tion for 
the boys 
this 

week.  

Hardcore D– Sophomore Garrett Fry attempts 

to guard his man. 

Loudonville girls basketball 
By: Garrett Dotson 

 The Lady Redbirds have shown no sign of letting 
up this season. The Redbirds gave Lucas yet another loss. 
The final score to the league game was 70-43, led by Soph-
omore Nikki Weber who had 30 points and 6 assists. Emily 
Seboe put her name in the stat book with 6 rebounds and 
11 points, 9 of those points coming from the three point 
line. The Redbirds have a 14-1 record heading in to their 
next game against Central Christian, who handed the Red-

birds their only loss this season.  

 Head Coach Tyler Bates is hoping for a big crowd 
Saturday saying, “I hope that the Loudonville fans come 

out in full-force on Saturday to support the squad.”  

 Bates began to describe Central Christian as being 
“A very experienced team. They have good guard play and 
a large interior presence. Most importantly they play very 

well as a unit.”  

 Central Christian defeated Bates’ Redbirds 44-39, 
in a game where the Redbirds played “about as poorly as 
we could have,” according to Bates. But he didn’t put his 
head down, saying, “we still nearly came away with a road 

victory, so this is encouraging.”  

 The Redbirds are hoping to go 1-1 and get revenge 
against the only team that’s beaten them this year. The Cru-
saders have not lost a game since having their starting cen-

ter back. Although the Crusaders have a good interior play-
er, the Lady Redbirds are looking to shut it down, and 

come away with the victory.  

Head Coach Tyler Bates 
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Learning experience for young pups 

By: Greg Griffen 

 With around a month left in the regular season, the 

Varsity Wrestling team has shown their strength with 

young wrestlers. Last weekend the team traveled to com-

pete in the Hephner Tournament. The wrestlers had a long 

two days at the tournament and they are getting ready for 

their next meet on Wednesday, February 1st. This meet is 

senior night so Thomas Forbes and Sam Wittel are going to 

give everything they’ve got for their last home meet. 

 “We finished 18th out of 28. There’s a lot of D1 

schools that compete in this tournament. Our kids wrestled 

hard. We had one wrestler who placed 4th and that was 

Thomas Forbes. The level of competition was the best 

we’ve seen all year,” said Coach Peretti. The wrestling 

team had some good competition this season and everyone 

is working really hard. The top wrestlers on the team are 

Gavin Davis with 25 wins and 5 losses, Thomas Forbes 

with 23 wins and 6 losses, and Brice Swindall with 19 wins 

and 9 losses. 

 Coach Peretti had a few thoughts on what should 

be improved for the upcoming meet. “We need to improve 

our defense and how to minimize mistakes. Also, taking 

advantage of opportunities when our opponents make mis-

takes will also need improved,” said Coach Peretti. 

 With 3 meets left before sectionals, the team has a 

wrestler that has a chance to make it to state. “Thomas 

Forbes is our best chance of getting to state,” said Coach 

Peretti.  

The 2017 Season Redbird Wrestling Team 
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 Meme Review 

By: Ryan Odenkirk 

 Memes have become an intricate part for the youth 
culture of today’s generation, woven into the humor and 
joy of many people. Some memes have stood the test of 
time and some sprout up like weeds on the internet. Here 

are some that have grown popular.  

 Pepe: This meme was originally created by artist 
Matt Furie. It was originally from a comic called Boys 
Club #1. Pepe the Frog was created in 2005.The original 
caption in 2008 was “feels good man” but in 2009 it was 
changed by the users of the internet to read “feels bad 
man”.  Notable users of the meme include Nicki Minaj, 
Katy Perry, Donald Trump, Russian Embassy U.K, and 
Wendy’s restaurant. There are variations of the meme 

including sad, angry, happy, smug, and rare pepes. 

 Robbie Rotten: The character of Robbie Rotten 
alone is a meme of itself. Lazytown is an Icelandic show 
that aired until 2014. The show contains learning lessons 
and musical for younger children. One particular part of 
the show has become a widespread meme across the inter-
net for a scene where Robbie and three doppelgangers sing 
a song called “We are Number One”. The song is used for 
memes by replacing every time they say one with some-

thing humorous such as the entire Bee Movie or a tragic 

Disney death.  

 Bee Movie:   The Bee Movie is a 2007 production 
of DreamWorks and Seinfeld. It is the story of a Bee 
named Barry B. Benson as he tries to sue the human race 
for stealing the honey from the bees. The movie has multi-
ple parts that have been made into memes such as Barry B. 
Bensons asking “you like jazz?” There have been countless 
videos on YouTube making fun of this movie by adding 

effects and warping it 
into an obscure mon-

strosity.  

The XX, ‘I See You’, album review 

By: Gavin Mcintire  

 The XX, England’s break out indie-pop act of 
2009, made their name with incredibly sparse compositions 
with atmospheric production, and used that aesthetic mas-
terfully over their first two albums, 2009’s ‘The XX’ and 

2012’s ‘Coexist’.  

 Now, after five years of silence, they have returned 
with their third album, ‘I See You’, where the band seems 
dead-set on distancing themselves from the sound that 
made them in the first place. It’s a daring proposition, and a 
dangerous move for a band with an established fan-base 

and expectations. 

  Upon the release of the first single, ‘On Hold’, I 
found myself not only disappointed by the apparent aban-
donment of their signature ambient guitar driven sound, but 
the reliance on samples pushed by band member/producer 
Jamie XX. My enthusiasm disappeared almost entirely at 

the release of the second single, ‘Say Something Loving’.  

Then, on January 19, 2017, I listened to the full album with 
fresh ears. Allowing myself, for the first time, to let go of 

my high expectations, the album consumed me. I entered a 
state of euphoria that I had not felt since I heard The XX for 
the first time. I closed my eyes and entered their world, and 

despite my unfamiliarity with it, I felt at home. 

 Jamie XX utilizes samples and danceable beats in a 
way that would not seem out of place on a truly masterful 
hip-hop project. The back and forth male/female vocals of 
guitarist Romy and bassist Oliver have a conversational 
tone, and as on their previous, they are soothing to the ear 

and to the mind. 

 I refuse to point out 
standout tracks, as I would 
encourage the listener to ex-
perience the album as a 
whole with an open mind and 
a desire for something truly 
unique. This experiment from 

The XX is a fantastic success.  
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Spicy Talk with Srirach 

By: Mike Serrato 

 Hey what’s up guys, probably one of the most 

controversial writers to come through the Redbird, 

other than Bala, and today I’d like to talk about how 

the school system separates each grade at the high 

school.  

 At the moment the way that the school is set 

up is through the intermixing of high school students, 

in most classes. Concerning the Junior High, they are 

mainly in the modular buildings for class, with the 

exception of a few classes. For this article though, 

let’s not worry about them since they are still small 

children. Moving on, I feel that I have found the rea-

son for every problem in the school this year. Fresh-

man. 

 The reason I believe this is because of the fact 

that from what I have seen, this is quite possibly the 

most immature class to ever come through the school. 

Lowkey, I REALLY want to bobsled off of a cliff 

with a filing cabinet, through rings of fire, and angry 

tigers just from listening to some of the things that 

people from this class say. You may be thinking, 

“Wow that may be somewhat extreme.” Well to that, I 

say, “Nah not really.” The reason for me saying that, 

is because I feel as though discipline is just going out 

the door, with each new class that comes through 

these doors. And you know what, maybe what some 

people say nowadays is right. Maybe we are becoming 

too soft. Maybe our parents are becoming too much of 

enablers. I couldn’t tell you the answer, but I have a 

proposal on how to possibly create better behaved stu-

dents. Now this may seem radical, but I feel that if the 

school were to create an annex on the freshman class, 

and have a stricter regiment that they have to live by 

at school, then we would have less stupidity running 

around the campus. We should also bring back the 

paddle, because even though it may not have been the 

most effective form of punishment, it will still have 

that scare and humiliation factor. Plus, it makes more 

sense to do that instead of just giving someone an all-

day study hall, AKA ISS. I already have the plan all 

set up for this annexation. I was thinking that maybe 

we should create a building, and place it on top of the 

corn field that is behind the school, and have 24/7 se-

curity detail around the building. Basically this is Be-

yond Scared Straight: Loudonville edition. Oh yeah, 

and all of the teachers will be Catholic nuns, who take 

sass from no one. 

 So basically this is a fullproof plan that has 

absolutely no flaws to it, which will increase the 

amount of discipline in the school system. I mean they 

can assimilate with everyone else once they are soph-

omores, so what’s so bad about annexing a group of 

students for a year? In fact, I propose this as a five 

year build plan, which will require a budget of about 

$5 million. This is reasonable, and will end up in the 

long run be the greatest thing to ever happen to 

Loudonville High School. So, Mr. Lance, I strongly 

recommend you to consider this proposal if you be-

lieve that this school is going down faster than a kami-

kaze pilot was in World War II. To everyone who has 

read this far into the article, I hope that your weekend 

is about as lit as a backwoods country hillbilly’s 

Fourth of July when he’s shooting off his fireworks. 

Goodbye, and see you all next time.   


